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Montana County Drought Status

Becovery from meteernlogical 2md agricularal dronght during spring and early sommer oz boch gides
of e Comtinemeal kas regressad as record kigh temperanras axd balow marege pracipitation casses
w0l modsturs, crop. and range cozditions to detectomaie. Hydrelogical aspacts of the dzought continzs
10 WOrMD &5 reserveiss are drfied eavily and strsamflow approaches vary low levels for 2 mumber of
Tivars acroas the stats dus to bt formaticn and sarly melt of the mometae mompack .

T Govemor's Drooght Advisery Commrittes assasses wrater sapply and medstrs conditioss on 2
maomthly basis to determrine drought sars for each county of the state. Tha dromght status oeap is wsad
peimarily fo promote awarszkss of drongkt and fo aler: Montmaes to impeeding droragkt conditions so
thay may respond approprataly.

Drought Aleri- Govemmor's Dirowgh: Advisory Commities sizongly encowrzpes watershed groups and
county drought committess to comvens a=d wndartzks planning for drought

Severe Direnght Local officials sosdd Bave local drought planning undersany or s2eozld comaans local
drought plenni=g 2t tha cerliost opportumicy:
For infomeatios about how the dronght status neps 2me determined or o keamn momg aboat

recozamended responses oo drought e e Montana Drought Respozss Plan.
(Ertp:/'=mis stase.me s\ drow gt commmitee DinceghdPO T pdf)
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Montana Drought Status by County - September. 2007
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Crop Weather Report
Week Ending September 16,
2007

+ Harvest of small grains virtually complete

¢ Durum wheat 96% harvested; only small
grain left



Spring Planted Crops

Harvest of most small
grains same as last
year.

Harvest of most pulse
and oilseeds behind
last year.




Topsoil Moisture Better
than Last Month

September 16, 2007 This | Last | Last | 5-yr
Week | Month | Year | Avg

Very Short/Short 82%| 90% 58% | 68%

Adequate 16% 9% 39%| 30%

Surplus 2% 1% 3% 2%




Subsolil Moisture Same as Last Month,

Last Year, & 5-Yr Average

September 16, 2007 This | Last | Last | 5-yr

Week | Month | Year | Avg
Very Short/Short | 80% 83% 81% | 81%
Adequate 19% 17% 18% 18%
Surplus 1% 0% 1% 1%




Winter Wheat Seedings

* Planting ahead of last
year

* 6.5 days suitable for
field work last week,
no precip to slow
things down

+ Planting about 28%
complete




Winter Wheat Seeding Ahead
of Last Year & 5-Year Average

September 16, 2007 Th I S | ast 5_yr
Week | Year | Avg

Winter Wheat
Seeded 28% | 19% | 25%




Winter Wheat Planted, Montana
by District for week ending September 16, 2007

T | [35%




Hay Harvest Ahead
of 5-Year Average

September 16, 2007 This Last | 5-yr
Week Year | Avg

Alfalfa Hay

Second Cutting 99% 97% | 93%

Other Hay

Second Cutting 91% 94% | 88%




Livestock Grazing “

+ Range and pasture feed condition better
than last year and 5-year average

¢ Ranchers moving cattle and sheep from
summer ranges



— Range & Pasture Conditions

"f‘_'_______,.,._Better than Last Year and 5-Year
e Average
September 16, 2007 This | Last | Last | 5-yr

Week | Month| Year | aAyg

Very Poor/Poor | 37% | 43% | 50% | 50%
Fair 38% | 36% | 36% | 29%
Good 21% | 17% | 11% | 15%
Excellent 4% 4% | 3% 2%




September 16, 2007 This | ast |_ast 5-yr
Week | Month | Year | Avg

Cattle &

Calves 25% 15% | 29% | 26%

Sheep &

Lambs 23% 11% | 21% | 25%




* Winter wheat seeding well ahead of last
year

+ Small grain harvest virtually complete
¢ Range & pasture feed condition improved

+ Moving livestock to winter pastures &
ranges

* Need widespread precipitation to improve
conditions for winter wheat



{

¢ Due out September 28

7N
‘ary,

Small Grains Summary

+ Final acreage and production estimates
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